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ENGLISH ABSTRACTS [7]

Chapel of Idioms: A Few Examples of the Poetic Meeting
between Modern Hebrew and the Jewish Languages

Michal Held-Dilaroza

This essay provides a preliminary study of the contact between Hebrew and
the Jewish languages as it appears in the work of three poets: Avot Yeshurun,
fusing Hebrew and Yiddish; Erez Biton, fusing Hebrew and Judeo-Arabic, and
Hava Pinhas-Cohen, fusing Hebrew and Judeo-Spanish (Ladino).

A theoretical approach central to the analysis is that of Deleuze and Guattari,
who claimed that a “minor literature” is created by a minority whose members
are writing within the context of a major language. In the present essay, two other
key concepts are borrowed from Deleuze and Guattari’s reading of Kafka’s work,
in order to show that the Israeli Hebrew poets embedding Jewish languages
in their work are moving from a state of “deterritorialization” toward that of a
“reterritorialization” on both the cultural and the personal level.

A close reading of representative poems leads to a complex understanding of
the poetic meeting point of Hebrew and the Jewish languages. In the Diaspora,
both were minor languages, whereas Hebrew poetry composed in Israel is
supposedly major and canonic. However, the reading focuses on a situation in
which when the poets have almost entirely stopped using the Jewish languages
of the former generations of their families and have adopted a Hebrew-Israeli
linguistic and cultural territory, the Jewish languages nonetheless reappear
unexpectedly, and their presence as a component within a Hebrew poetical
context represents varied levels of minor poetry.

The reading closely analyzes and demonstrates the way in which the process
as a whole is based upon a movement from a deterritorialization of the Jewish
languages into their reterritorialization inside the boundaries of the canonical
Modern Hebrew. Doing so, the reading attempts to contribute a new light to
the well-established discussion of the contact between Hebrew and the Jewish
languages by shifting the focus from the Hebrew component embedded within
the Jewish language to the way in which Jewish languages are immersed within
a new, yet to be fully researched, Hebrew context.
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